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Sakinaw Lake Community Association (SLCA) 
Annual General Meeting – Minutes 2 Aug 2026 

Directors in Attendance 

Eric Johnson, President & Chair of this Meeting  
Rob Stewart  
Gordon Littlejohn  
Carol Reimer, Treasurer  

Directors Absent 

Jane Keresztes 
Vicki Parton 

A total of about 80-90 Community Members in attendance. Membership donations were collected at the 
meeting as well as on line.  

In Memorial 

Presenter: Eric Johnson, SLCA President 

Bruce Barclay 
Charlene Cyr 
Helmut Haas 
Christa Haas 
Fraser Hindson 
Gregg Hallaway 
Ivan Johnson 
Gerrit (Gerry) Mey 
Peter Peterson 
Brian Welsh 
Bob Wilson 
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SLCA Financials – 2024 – 2026 

Presenter: Carol Reimer, SLCA Treasurer 

 

Fisheries Update 

Presenter: Jim Wilson 

Sakinaw Lake Data for 2025/2026 

2025 

• July/August - Adult Sockeye final 2025 return was 308 
• August – 45 adult Sockeye returned to Big Q hatchery 
• October – 65,663 Sockeye fry released at 6.6 grams / 1000 were pit tagged. 

2026 

• March – 28,781 Sockeye smolts released with 1500 being pit tagged released. 
• May/June – 321,408 sockeye fry at 1.5 grams released. 
• July/august – 183 adult sockeye have returned so far to Sakinaw. 
• We have also had 14 returned to Big Q hatchery. 

The 2025 Coho return to Sakinaw was 735 

Couple of new things we are looking into: 

• We used side scan sonar out in the estuary July 20 the and counted over 80 fish which we 
believe were adult Sockeye holding in the bay, yet only 3 went into the lake that night. We also 
observed a Sea lion eat 3 Sockeye adults in 4 hours. Are fish making it all the way to the lake 
only to be picked off. 

• Sakinaw Lake Sockeye were found in the test - fishery using DNA. 
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• Given the small number of Sakinaw Sockeye in the big picture of the Fraser River run this should 
be mathematically impossible. 1000 out of 6.5 million. We found 12. So, this year we have built a 
pit tag reader which attaches to the purse net so those fish can be scanned as they are released. 
Calculation: (1,000 \div 6,501,000 \ approx 0.0001538 % 

Regional District Update 

Presenter: Leonard Lee 

• Residents were reminded to register their docks. Provincial authorities are currently focused on 
saltwater docks, and freshwater implementation is expected to take additional time. 

• The bylaw allowing auxiliary dwellings has been amended, increasing the maximum size from 55 
m² to 90 m², subject to zoning and property requirements. 

• The SCRD is consolidating Official Community Plans (OCPs) into a single regional document 
while retaining area-specific appendices. The objective is to simplify terminology and improve 
consistency across the Sunshine Coast. 

• The local landfill will remain open and is being upgraded. 

• Concerns regarding the condition of the Sakinaw Lake road and north boat launch were 
discussed. Responsibility lies with the Province of BC rather than the SCRD. Residents were 
encouraged to contact the local MLA regarding road maintenance. 

• Alternate SCRD Director Christine Alexander also attended and spoke briefly.  Christine will be 
putting her name forward for the Area A SCRD election .  Like Leonard, Christine has been aware 
and has communicated with many of us on community and lake issues. Christine urged one rep 
from each Sakinaw property may register to vote in the SCRD election. 

• Reminder that non-resident property owners are entitled to one vote per property, provided they 
register and designate one owner to vote. Here is the link to how to register:  
https://www.scrd.ca/elections/ 

o Non-resident property owners may register at the time of voting; however advance 
registration is encouraged. You may apply to register as a Non-Resident Property Elector 
prior to August 25, 2026 at the Sunshine Coast Regional District Office, located at 1975 
Field Road, Sechelt, during regular office hours, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday, 
excluding statutory holidays. You will be asked to provide two pieces of identification and 
proof that you are the registered owner of the property. If the property is owned jointly 
with other individuals, you must also demonstrate – in writing – that you have the consent 
of the majority of all the owners to vote as the non-resident property elector.  
 
An application to register as a non-resident property elector must be completed. 

Community Recognition 

• Leonard Lee is retiring after 16 years and was thanked for his years of work supporting many 
causes including improvements to local trail bridges. 

• Appreciation was expressed for his responsiveness and service to the community. 
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Fire Safety & Emergency Preparedness 

Presenters: Elynn Lorimer and Chris Cervenko (Egmont Volunteer Fire Department) 

Key recommendations: 

• Be prepared to be self-sufficient for at least seven days during emergencies. 
• Maintain emergency supplies including: 

o Food 
o Drinking water 
o Batteries 
o Emergency equipment 

• Develop a written household emergency plan. 

• Download emergency notification apps including: 
o Voyent Alert 
o BC Wildfire Service 
o Prodigy Wildfire (paid license that can be used free) 

 
• Additional emergency preparedness sessions will be offered, including Zoom sessions for 

seasonal residents. 

• Evacuation gathering locations may include: 
o Ruby Lake Resort 
o Egmont Community Centre 
o Marine evacuation points if required. 

• Coordination has now been established between Sakinaw Lake and nearby communities through 
WhatsApp emergency groups. 

Notes & Key Takeaways: Emergency Preparedness for Egmont & District 
 

Community Fire Pump Program 

Presenter: Wayne Mowat 

• Fire pump demonstrations have been well attended. 

• Additional hands-on training sessions will be scheduled. 

• Pumps should be: 
o Started regularly 
o Run for approximately 15 minutes 
o Properly winterized after use. 

• Premium ethanol-free marine fuel is recommended where available. 

• Members were reminded to: 
o Shut off propane tanks during evacuations. 
o Prepare written evacuation checklists. 
o Keep emergency supplies readily accessible. 

• Firefighters shared first-hand experiences illustrating the dangers of wildfire ember attacks and 
emphasized following evacuation orders promptly. 
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Forestry Update 

Presenter: Robert Ziegler (A&A Trading) 

• Forestry planning above Ruggles Bay and *Kokomo* Lake has progressed. (corrected to Penny 
Lake) 

• Environmental studies have been completed. 
• Consultation with affected property owners has taken place. 
• Approval has been received from the shíshálh Nation. 
• Road permits have been approved. 
• Initial work has begun on the Egmont Channel side. 
• Road construction toward Sakinaw Lake is expected to begin after the September long weekend. 

 

Freshwater Dock Management Update 

Presenter: Larry Van Hatten 

Major updates included: 

• All docks, boathouses and boat ports (boathouse with open sides) existing as of July 1, 2024 are 
expected to be grandfathered. 

• Government & the shíshálh Nation will be redoing the inventory of existing structures starting 
August 11th/12th,2026.  Bev Van Hatten will be assisting. 

• Freshwater dock registration is expected to open later this year. 
• Proposed licensing: 

o Approximately 20-year licence term. 
o Estimated cost similar to saltwater licensing which is $1,600 for 20 years. 

• Existing structures: 
o Encapsulated Styrofoam will be required over time. 
o Unencapsulated Styrofoam must be replaced within 10 years. 
o Spalling styrofoam floatation and derelict docks must be removed or remedied within 2 

years. 

• Existing docks may be repaired but not completely replaced under grandfathering. 
• New boathouses are not expected to be permitted. 
• Best management practices for future structures remain under development. 

 

Water Ski Club Report 

Presenter: Geoff Bell 

• The ski club completed a major dock refurbishment. 
• Community fundraising successfully financed the project. 
• Significant donations were received from: 

o The Welch family 
o Community members 

• Youth volunteer initiatives have begun to encourage younger community involvement. 
• Upcoming events include: 

o Concerts 
o Demo days 
o Coaching activities 
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Communications Update 

Presenter: Carol Reimer 

Plans include: 

• Improving communication across: 
o Email 
o Facebook 
o WhatsApp 
o Website 
o Instagram 

• Consolidating multiple mailing lists into one master list. 

• Allowing members to subscribe only to topics of interest. 

• Expanding the website as the permanent repository for: 

o AGM minutes 
o Policies 
o Historical information 
o Safety information 
o Community resources. 

Community Dock Usage at Sakinaw Lake Road boat launch 

Members raised concerns regarding long-term parking of boats at the community dock, preventing others 
from loading and unloading. 

The Association encouraged courteous use of the dock and continued communication with users. 

Election of Directors 

The following directors were elected: 

• Bill Sievewright, Sakinaw Woods 
• Gerald Sieben, South end 
• Sam Cotton, mid-lake 
• Larry Van Hatten, North Bay 
• Wayne Mowat, North Bay 
• Carol Reimer, Hay Bay 
• Jane Keresztes, Hay Bay 
• Jenn Stapleton, Ruggles Bay 

Retiring directors Rob Stewart, Gordon Littlejohn and Vicki Parton were recognized and thanked for many 
years of service. 
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Square Bay / Ruggles Bay Road Proposal 

Discussion included: 

• The SLC Association remains neutral regarding the proposed road project. 
• Organizers continue discussions following the passing of Gregg Hallaway who was spearheading 

the project. 
• No new government decisions have been made. 
• Future public consultation will occur before any project proceeds. 
• The Association will continue to communicate updates as information becomes available. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 

The Chair thanked all presenters, volunteers, directors and attendees for their participation and ongoing 
support of the Sakinaw Lake community. 

The Community thanked Eric Johnson and the previous Directors for their many years of service. 


